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PROCEUEUDTINGS

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: On the record.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: We're on the
record. Today's date is December 27th, 2019. The time
is now 8:32 AM and we're located at San Quentin State
Prison. This i1s a sixth subsequent parole suitability
hearing for inmate Harry, 1s it Sassounian?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Sassounian, who
was present in the BPH hearing room. Mr. Sassounian,
you committed your controlling offense while under the
age of 26 and so this panel will be giving great weight
to the youth offender factors in deciding your
suitability for parole today. This hearing is being
audio recorded. So for purposes of voice
identification, we're each asked to state our first name
and our last name, spelling our last name. And when we
get to you sir, please also give us your CDCR number.
I'll go first. We'll go to my left around the table.
My name is Dianne Dobbs, D-0-B-B-S, Commissioner.

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Edward Taylor, T-A-
Y-L-0-R, Deputy Commissioner.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: Ann Ingalls,
I-N-G-A-L-L-S, DA from Los Angeles.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Susan Jordan. Last name 1is
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spelled J-O-R-D-A-N, attorney for Mr. Sassounian.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Harry Sassounian, last name,
S-A-S-S-0-U-N-I-A-N, C number is C88440.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Thank you. We
also have a correctional officer present. He's here for
security. All right, so Mr. Sassounian, 1it's important
for you to know that we're not here to reconsider the
findings of the trial or the appellate court in this
case, nor are we here to retry your case. This panel
accepts as true the findings of the courts. The purpose
of today's hearing is for us to find out who you are now
and whether or not you would pose an unreasonable risk
to the public safety if you are released.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Thank you.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: To do that, we're
going to look at many things. We will look at your
prior criminal record. We will look at your behavior in
prison, your programs that you have taken in prison. We
will look at your parole plans and we will pay close
attention to your testimony during this hearing. After
both of us have had a chance to ask you some gquestions,
then the attorneys will have an opportunity to ask some
clarifying questions after which they'll do their
closing statements. This 1is a subsequent sixth hearing

and so we -- it's our intention to limit closing
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arguments to 10 minutes today. Hope that's okay with
both of you.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: I'"ll do my best, ma'am.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: That's the plan
today.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: I tend to be a little long
winded at times.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Well, trust me.
I'll give you a one minute warning.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Thank you.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. Um,
and then after they're finished sir, if you want to give
a closing statement, you'll have a chance as well.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Thank you.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: You have -- you
don't have a limit.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I'll make it short.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. During
this hearing this hearing, it is our expectation of
course, that we will all treat each other with respect.
Um, as we go through the hearing, sir, I want to
strongly encourage you to be completely open and honest
with this panel.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I will.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Even if that means
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you have to change an answer that you had given in the
past.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Okay. I will.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: It's fine as long

as what we get is the whole truth and nothing but the

truth.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Thank you.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Thank you.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So let me swear
you in. Please raise your right hand. Do you solemnly

swear or affirm that the testimony you give at this
hearing will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I do.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Thank you, sir.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Thank you.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right, so the
records show that you were born January lst, 1963. That
you were 19 at the time of this crime. You're now 56,
almost 57, right?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yes. Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: And you have been
at CDCR for 35 years?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yes.
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PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. All right.
So we do need to do a review under the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Our records show that you require
reading glasses. Do you have those?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: I see them. Okay.
We do have a magnifier. Do we have that magnifier? We
have -- we have a magnifier. That's okay. We have a
magnifier as well in case you need additional
assistance. I see that you did earn your GED and that
you have never been a part of the mental health services
at CDCR, right.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: That's true.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Are you on any
medications today that make it hard for you to
concentrate or pay attention?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: No.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. Ms.
Jordan, do you believe any further accommodations would
be needed for today?

ATTORNEY JORDAN: No, none would be needed.
Thank you, Commissioners.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. Okay,
so some preliminaries that we need to do before we get

started. We will note that, uh, there were some
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additional documents added to the 10 day. Let me Jjust

pull that up so that I can -- okay. I'm just -- I'm
actually going from email. I'm not sure if these
actually made it, but I do have the -- your objection
letter.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Okay.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Ms. Jordan. Um,
and we also have noticed that a letter from Mr. Reager
was originally added to the 10 day but then removed. So
this panel will not be considering that letter from Mr.
Reager as part of our proceedings today. Um,
additionally, let's see what else we have. I'm looking
at the 10 day and --

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Should be a total of 141 pages
-- or 149. Excuse me.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: I know that also,
uh, there's a certified -- a certificate of translation.
Um, that document is about 23 pages long. Did you
receive that, Ms. Ingalls?

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: Yes, I have
that.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: That was in
the original 131 page.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right, let's
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go off record for a minute please.

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Off the record.

RECES S
--00o0--

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Back on.

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: On the record.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right, we're
back on the record. Um, I've pulled up the updated 10
day file and, um, so we're in the process of making sure
that we all have all the relevant documents. So added
to the file, it looks as though there is a document
written in Armenian that includes pictures. Um, it's
from an -- I'll spell it, Y-E-R-K-I-R.A-M. That
document was added to the file and Ms. Ingalls indicated
that she does in fact have that. Additionally, there is
a declaration that was added to the file from, uh,
Casper Jivalagian, J-I-V as in Victor, A-L-A-G-I-A-N.
That has been added to the file. Do you have that one,
Ms. Ingalls?

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: Yes, I do.
Thank you.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. And
then the next document is your objection, Ms. Jordan.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Right. That proceeds the

attachment containing the declaration and the printout
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of that website, which was the pictures you were
referring to.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: And then the next
document we see is a July 2nd, 2013 letter to Ms.
Schaffer from, um, Harry Patrick Nelson.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Right. That's part of our
submission. Yeah. From there up, um, is -- 1is part of
our submission to the Board. Yeah.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. So
that's added. And then additionally, there's the Grace
Family Church document. Was all of that as part of your
package as well?

ATTORNEY JORDAN: No, that's my package.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: ©No, I'm talking
about --

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Oh, I'm sorry.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Did you receive
that in your 10 day?

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: Uh, the first
and the second 10 day package. Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. So it
sounds like you may have everything.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: My objection
is that, uh, when I went online to do the 10 day, it was

originally 131 pages within the 10 days, then another 20
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pages were added. Uh, and clearly it has changed even
as recently as yesterday, although I was not able to get
online.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Yeah. Yesterday
was just a removal.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: So the 20
pages were dropped Christmas Eve at four o'clock, Jjust
randomly I had gone online to make sure I could put
everything on my computer and noticed the difference.

It seems a little irregular to me that with this
procedure not really falling within the idea of a 10 day
package. So my objection is that.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: May I be heard, Commissioner?

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Yes.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: So what, uh, the district
attorney, Ms. Ingalls is referring to was the inclusion
of my, uh, letter objections in the attachment, which
was included on, uh, on the 24th. Uh, we are as, um,
the inmate and counsel are allowed by the Board to
submit additional documents up to the day of the
hearing. So everything that we submitted met the 10 day
deadline and that was everything up to page 131. So the
Board had authorized for the addition of pages 132
through the conclusion of that, um, file 149 which were

my objections and we have documents that we're
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submitting today. So the strict cutoff date of the 10
day, you know, allows us to submit documents within the
10 day deadline, which is what I did. And we are also
allowed to provide additional documents the day of the
hearing, uh, which we did today. Um, Ms. Ingalls
actually had the benefit of receiving those objections
even before the hearing. And, uh, on the 24th when it
was uploaded is my recollection of when I sent those
over to Tiffany Schultz. And as I understand it from
using watch -- the WatchDox system, every time a new
document is uploaded or revised, there is an email
notification that the parties receive. So it's my
belief that Ms. Ingalls would have received notice of
any amended documents, um, that had been uploaded to
watch docs after the 10 day deadline, which was the 13th
of this month.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. Um,
well I mean that is the procedure that, um, the inmate
can in fact submit documents even up to the day of the
hearing. Um, so 1s your objection that you want those
documents excluded, Ms. Ingalls?

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: Or, uh, more

time to combat some of the allegations she makes in her
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papers. For instance, there was an allegation or an
objection to some papers that were, uh, provided, um, as
to 2015. Uh, and she addresses that in her statement
regarding -- I'm referring to, let's see, I think, well,
uh, it's on my page 135, but it's probably 133 --

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Objection. This is not the
time for argument about the document. This is simply
about whether or not the document should be allowed to
be considered by the Board.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: I -- I asked her
what her objection was to the documents.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Right. Well, she's saying that
she didn't have time to review it, but she did have time
to review it because she said that she received it on
the 23rd or the 24th and today's the 27th.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. So
hold up, hold up one second. Let me take one thing at a
time.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: Thank you.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: You're telling me
what your objection is. What is your objection?

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: So, uh, for
instance, on page two of five, we're talking about --
counsel is talking about, uh, the January 28th, 2015,

uh, which republishes Mr. Sassounian's 2012 letter. Uh,
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and they certify somebody went online and did not see it
any longer online. To find out if that was in fact

taken down and it was originally there would take time.

Uh, so we have not had time to address that. We have a
language issue and we have a country difference. Uh, so
that complicates the matters for us. So to say that I

had plenty of time to research this, we're talking about
Christmas day then yesterday and today. That's not
plenty of time. So, uh, why this is also important 1is
in light of certain regular -- irregularities, which it

seems like this is the time to bring it to the Board's

attention. Normally a representative of the Turkish
embassy would be here. They would get notification and
they submit documents. They are in a position where

they can monitor what's going on worldwide, uh, as far
as what's happening with Armenia, the media, et cetera.
They were not notified. Suddenly they were dropped off
the 1list of notifications for this hearing. Again, I
happened to speak with them December 11th or something
around there to say, hey, we've got a hearing coming up,
they had not been notified, even though they had been
notified many occasions the past years. And they are in
a position to be able to monitor what's happening in the
world, what's happening in different languages, way

beyond my expertise, my office's expertise, and with no
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disrespect to the Board's expertise, et cetera. And
clearly, um, the defense actually gets help with, uh,
translators, et cetera, and people in Armenia. So
saying that we had notice because I randomly went on the
website on the 24th, uh, or excuse me, the 25th, uh, 1is
not really sufficient.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So the Board's
position on notice to these individuals is that they are
not really parties, um, and they don't qualify as
victims under the Board's, um, statutes and regulations.
And so in the past, the Board has provided them notice
through the Los Angeles County district attorney's
office. Um, and, uh, similarly in this case, um, they
provided that notice in the same manner. Um, the Board
as of, I believe it was yesterday was the last documents
I got from the Board had not received a request from
them to again participate in the same manner that they
had participated in the past. And so notice was
provided as it was in the past.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: Can I add some
more to that, Commissioner?

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Sure.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: We're not in
the position of notifying them. In fact, David Saltzman

has been notified. He's on the list and he has gotten
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notifications of everything for years. He even actually
got notification that, uh, the inmates, uh, that there
was going to be a review to see if the, uh, hearing
should be advanced. He got notification this year. He
got notification that that advancement was denied. Then
another review happened. He did not get notice. He did
not get notice that it was going to be advanced. So up
until it seems to be July, 2019, he was being notified
as a representative of the Turkish, uh, government
embassy and, uh, the contact person for the victim's
family. So it is weird to me, unusual that suddenly
dropped off.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So here's --
here's what we were told. We were told that the notices
to him in the past have been courtesy notices. Um, and
he has participated in whatever way. Uh, I understand
that in the past, uh, someone has been here from the
council as an observer only. Um, in BITS or in our
system, they have not been able to confirm whether or
not he truly is the representative of the family. Um,
we have no confirmation of that. They have reached out
to the family and they have not been able to contact
anyone. And so based on that we cannot recognize him as
a representative of the family. Um, so on that basis,

um, he would not get the notice that victims would get.
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And so I think that that realization after they tried
and they were not able to confirm that he is truly the
representative of the family, I believe that's probably
why they stopped sending official notice to him. That's
where we are.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Commissioner, may I be heard on
one other matter?

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Yes.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Um, in terms of Ms. Ingalls',
um, objection regarding notification to the Turkish
government, she mentioned that she was in touch with
them on December 11th and had they in fact wanted to
attend the hearing in the capacity that they have in the
past, that would have given them ample opportunity to
get the proper clearance, uh, and permission from the
Board to attend as observers. So if they really had
wanted to attend this hearing, knowing that they had
spoken to Ms. Ingalls on the 11th, that gave them proper
opportunity and ample time to make that happen and they
didn't. So I think the only thing that can be, uh,

interpreted from this is that they have chosen for

whatever reasons not to attend. In terms of, and this
is my -- my second issue, and this will be my final
issue, uh, in responding to Ms. Ingalls. In terms of

her objection regarding the Yerkir, Y-E-R-K-I-R.A-M
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document and the fact that Ms. Ingalls didn't receive my
objections until earlier this week, that document was
actually part of the master packet, which we had all
received. It was prepared in September and we received
it sometime in October, I believe. I can't remember the
exact date, but it was sometime in October. So i1f she
needed to research that issue, she would have had plenty
of time to do that because that document was part of the
master packet. It's not part of the 10 day. It's
actually part of the master.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: I'm sorry, can
I ask a guestion?

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Sure.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: Clarifying
gquestion. I'm looking at her letter of Tuesday,
December 24th, 2019. I'm not sure how that was, um, a
part of the master pack.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: I'm refer -- I can answer your
gquestion. I'm actually referring to that three page
document that I objected to that was part of the master
packet at page 909 through 911.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: That is.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Yeah. It wasn't never put in
the 10 day. It was -- I mean I just resubmitted page --

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Just attached it
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to her letter.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: All right.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Yeah. Yeah. But that document
itself was in the master. Yeah.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: I was
referring to her letter.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. All right.
Are you finished, Ms. Jordan?

ATTORNEY JORDAN: I do have one more objection.
It doesn't involve Ms. Ingalls. Uh --

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Well let me -- let
me clear up things with Ms. Ingalls.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Okay.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: She has an
objection on the table and I'm going to overrule the
objection. Um, I believe that the representatives from
the Turkish government had an opportunity to be here and
they chose not to. So, um, we will not be postponing
this hearing, uh, for that reason. Um, I believe that
was 1it. Right? All right. All right. Ms. Jordan?

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Yes. Okay. So this does --
this objection does in evolve the three page document
that we've been talking about, which is at pages 909

through 911 of the master packet, not the 10 day but the
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master package just so every -- I'm clear and everybody
is clear. Last night I received an email from Tiffany
Schultz telling me that the translation of those pages
was, uh, provided by the Board, uh, essentially that the
Board had hired a translator and that certificate I
believe is at page -- yes, 1it's at page 889 and that the
certificate was certifying, um, the -- the -- the
translator that the Board had hired to translate pages
889 through 911. I did respond to Ms. Schultz but
didn't receive a subsequent response. But here's my
concern about this document. The Board is an impartial
arbiter of these proceedings. The Board is not allowed
to gather or provide evidence. Now it can if it wishes
to undertake an investigation and in that capacity the
Board is free to investigate matters and issues, gather

-- and gather evidence whether it's testimonial or

documentary. That was not done in this situation. So
the Board does not have -- the Board is basically barred
from -- if this document came from the Board and I'm

referring to the document at page 909 through 911
referencing the reprinting of Mr. Sassounian's 2012
(inaudible) letter and the Yerkir.AM website. If that
document was provided by the Board, that is inadmissible
because the Board is not here to provide evidence. Ms .

Ingalls is here to provide evidence. We're here to
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provide evidence, but the Board is not here to gather
evidence and include it in the record. Now I can't
confirm where this document is from. Ms. um, Ms.
Schultz is not able to confirm that the Board provided
this document. She only claims that the Board
translated 1t, but we don't know where this document
came from, which calls into guestion the reliability of
this document. Additionally, Mr. Jivalagian who
provided a translation of that website, which I pulled
up and provided to the Board, um, has attested to the
fact that whatever was printed about Mr. Sassounian, it
clearly was about Mr. Sassounian and his pictures, there
an old picture of him, uh, that website did not contain
any reference to Hiaasen Vore and it certainly didn't
contain any reprinting of anything, anything that Mr.
Sassounian had -- Sassounian had rewritten or had
written. So we're in a situation where I'm asking the
Board to strike that three page document from the letter
-— from -- from the record, and not consider it on two
bases, either one on the basis that it's unreliable. We
have no way to identify where this document came from
and we have evidence that it doesn't contain the
information that it claims to contain. And secondly, if
the document did come from the Board, it's also

inadmissible because the Board is not -- the Board is
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the fact finder, not -- not a party providing evidence.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. So I don't
agree with you, I'm going to overrule that objection
because the Board, um, has a legal department and when
we have documents that are, um, foreign language, the
Board does have the ability to have those, um, certified
by, um, you know, an appropriate translator so that we
can take advantage of the information that was provided.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Right. And I agree with you on
that point, Ms. Dobbs. My objection is that we don't
know where this document came from. I am perfectly fine
with the fact that the Board wanted to undertake a
formal translation. But the question is where did this
document come from? We don't know the source of this
document. And as I said, we have -- we have a, uh, due
process right to know whom or what agency provided that
document. And it certainly would -- would be, you know,
improper for the Board itself to be doing research and
providing documents because the Board is the fact
finder, not the gatherer of evidence. So the issue 1is
not the translation of the documents. The issue 1is a
submission of that one particular document at pages 909
through 911, which there's no way to identify where it
came from. We can clearly identify where the other

documents came from because those have been in the
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record before.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: May I address
that?

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Yes, go ahead.

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY INGALLS: So those
documents, again, if I had had more time to get you
specific pages from prior hearings, those documents were
actually dealt with in the prior hearing in 2018 as well
as I believe 2016. They came to the attention of the
Board because they were submitted by the Turkish -- by
David Saltzman, the Turkish government, just as the 2012
and 2013 were presented to the Board, uh, because that
is the type of thing they monitor. Again, because it's
beyond my expertise certainly, uh, no offense, the
Board's expertise, it's an international thing. Uh,
plus the translation. So I did not have the time to go
back into the, um, into the 2016. I know we talked
about it in 2015 -- I mean 2018. I don't have the page
exactly. Uh, also as to its credibility if this 1is the
appropriate time, uh, it's interesting that the page of
the inmate is still on that website for that date. The
date i1s a very significant date. It's the date that he
was arrested for this crime. And if you look at the
body of what they're objecting to, uh, as it's taken

from the website, it talks about, um, this is the
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anniversary of 32 or 33 years that Mr. Sassounian has

been in custody. Today as they -- the documents they
have submitted, it still has his picture. It's the same
date. So the -- the article is not there. I don't know

what that means because certainly things can be deleted
from a webpage. So the fact that the actual letter is
no longer there for a document that was from 2015
doesn't mean it was never there. It was submitted in, I
believe in 2016. The fact is that gives us actually
reliability is that it has the right date. It has the
inmate's picture in prison and the date is significant.
The date is not just, hey, let's talk about January
25th, you know, uh, what happened 33 years ago? Well,
just so happens that Mr. Sassounian was arrested on that
date. That's the date he killed the victim in this
case.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: May I respond?

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Yes.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Sorry that this has to keep
going back and forth. First of all --

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: We're gonna wrap
it up after this.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: In terms of Ms. Ingalls'

statement that this document has been in the record, I
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can attest to the fact that I have never seen this
particular three page document. The other materials I
have seen, and I represented Mr. Sassounian at the last
hearing. I've never seen this document. Um, the fact
that the document has the date of his arrest, referenced
the anniversary of his incarceration or any of these
factors that are included in that introduction is
immature. It proves nothing in terms of reliability
because that information can be found all over the web.
The picture itself can be found all over the web. All
you have to do is do a search and you'll find that
picture. In fact, you'll find that picture because
it's, you know, it has been disseminated on the web.

You know, all of this is out of the control of Mr.
Sassounian. The key point here is that Ms. -- Ms.
Ingalls is right. You know, it may have been posted as
this -- as this introduction claims and later deleted
and it may not have been. So we don't know which it is.
You know, we have, uh, we have no way of knowing where
this came from. I'm not convinced that it came from Mr.
Saltzman and I apologize if I'm mispronouncing his name.
If it came from Mr. Saltzman, it would'wve been
referenced as coming from that individual or, you know,
a representative of the Turkish government or whomever

the agency was. It's very suspicious that there is no
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acknowledgement who is submitting this document.

Turkish officials have been very adamant about putting
their name and their letter had on everything that
they've submitted. So it's highly unusual that they
would submit a document that didn't, uh, reference their
-- their agency or their govern -- their -- their
government position. Um, so I think that the fact that
it contains some information about his crime, uh, his
picture, uh, his information that's all over the web and
anybody could pull this together. I could have -- I
could pull this together, get that information, go on
Wikipedia and claim that this letter was on the website.
So I think what we have here is basically a wash. We --
sure, maybe it was there, maybe it wasn't. We have no
way of knowing and without confirmation that it was
there, it's simply unreliable.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right, so
here's my ruling. We -- I'm going to reserve on whether
or not the panel will consider that document until the
end of the hearing. Um, I will let you know in the
decision what documents we relied on and whether or not
we deemed it -- well, we can't rely on it if we don't
first find that it's relevant and reliable. So I will
let you know in the decision what documents we did rely

on, okay?
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ATTORNEY JORDAN: Thank you. Thank you,
Commissioner.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. All
right. Mr. Sassounian, I'm sorry for the delay, sir.
But we're going to get started with this hearing.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Completely understood.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: And I do have just a few
documents to submit to the Board too when you're ready.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. Let's
do that now then.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Okay. All right. Okay. I
have a -- and I've already provided these to the DA so -
- and I can explain what they are, um, once you receive
them or I could, if you want to hold off until you go
over them, I can explain what they are, however you'd
like to do it.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Let's see. What
are they? Looks like the declaration we already have.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Okay. No, that's a different
declaration. So that is a declaration attesting to the
efforts of Mr. Jivalagian and his law partner, Mr.
Thomasin to try to get Mr. Sassounian's 2019 letter to
Hiaasen Vore published in their magazine. Okay. Uh,
and they just simply didn't receive a response. The

next document I believe, are you looking at the article?
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PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Yes.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Okay. So he wrote an op ed,
which was provided to the Board in the 10 day package
and it was published in that magazine, (inaudible).
It's on the very last page. You'll see it in English.
So if you open the newspaper itself, you'll -- you'll
see the actual article.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Okay. And then the last item
is a communique between Mr. Jivalagian, and uh, I
believe it's called the -- it's an Armenian newspaper,
A-7-G.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: A-7Z-G.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Right. AZG and Mr. Jivalagian.
It also, um, contacted them to have that same op ed,
which was published in (inaudible) also published in
this particular magazine. But they just simply elected

not to publish it. Oh actually I'm sorry. No, that was

another -- that may have been another, yeah, that was
the op ed, I believe. It should clarify in there. I
just don't have it in front of me. Okay.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. We'll
look at those. All right. Mr. Sassounian, so your last
hearing was in June of 2018.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yes.
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PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Right. And at
that time you got a three year denial. This panel has
read that transcript and pretty much all of the
documents in this file in preparation for your hearing
today. But I want to start off by finding out from you,
um, after that last hearing, what did you take away from
that hearing?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: That, uh, that the leather
that I wrote to Eisenberg, uh, the Armenia's newspaper
that the Armenia's defense newspaper that that played a
major impact in that hearing that what, uh, what I did
that I should have thought about it better, that -- that
I didn't think about the consequences of that letter
when I wrote seven years ago in 19 -- 2012. That, uh,
that after hearing the Commissioner Barton, you know, go
in detail about it, that I realized that how important
that that letter was that -- that how that could have
had a very negative impact and -- and people could've
been hurt by it. As I wrote it in 2012 I didn't deeply
think about that act, you know, and -- and, uh, I
realized that, uh, you know, that how important that
letter was, that's more than anything else, that's what
I took from that hearing.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. And so

after that hearing, what was your plan?
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INMATE SASSOUNIAN: What was my what?

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: To address all of
that. What was your plan to address the concerns?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yeah, so after the hearing
Commissioner, I went and read the transcripts and
everything the Commissioner said. Then I took that what
I should do is write the letter, like the Commissioner
had suggested that I should write a letter and have the
-- do the exact opposite with my letter in that 2012 was
sort of, you know, like it was patriotic, maybe
nationalistic that -- that I should have thought about
it better and that I should be the last guy that should
be talking about patriotism, about nationalism and the
difference about security of Armenia because of my case,
because I'm not the normal person like everybody else
because of my case and because of the political nature
of my case, it could be completely taken out of context
even 1f I didn't say one thing. Some people could have
taken it that way. So after -- after Commissioner
Barton's statement that I thought it was time for me to
write a letter and do the exact opposite and preach
peace and -- and -- and dialogue with our neighbors
(inaudible) and Turkey and -- and -- and -- and let
everybody know that I'm completely against any kind of

violence, whether it's war or whether it's a violence on
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the streets. I am completely against it. That -- that
my, uh, my, uh, what I want to preach is dialogue and
friendship and, um, peace between -- with our neighbors
and, uh, and -- and that's what I did with my letters.

I wrote a couple of letters like that besides the one to
the Armenia's newspaper.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So prior to the
hearing last year, um, did that not occur to you the
potential impact?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Oh no. When I wrote it, it
didn't Commissioner and at the hearing --

ATTORNEY JORDAN: That's not what she's asking
you. Could you repeat the gquestion, Commissioner?

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Prior to the
hearing last year, did it -- did the potential impact of
your letter not occur to you?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I didn't think about it
deeply, Commissioner. And you know, I was in a denial
in lot of ways thinking that -- that -- that -- that

anybody could hurt by it because, you know, I had

written the letter seven years ago and -- and -- and,
you know, in my mind, I wasn't -- I wasn't advocating
violence. I wasn't advocating -- advocating anybody to

go hurt somebody. And, uh, you know, I just didn't

think about it 1like I should have, you know, and, uh,
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and you know, and then I thought after Commissioner
Barton's that I should, you know, that I should, uh,
this is more serious than I thought, that I should write
a letter about this and -- and clear my, uh, clean my,
uh, uh, what, tell, you know, the reader in my letter
that what I really believe is that -- that I would never
advocate violence. And that my intention is -- is -- 1is
peace and dialogue with, uh, with our neighbors and with
everybody else in that matter.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Anything else that
you, um, realized after that hearing?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: That -- that, you know, I
should write other letters to the family and --

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: You said that
already.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: And, you know, uh, start
thinking about, you know, instead of just focusing on
what I was thinking when I wrote it and after was that -
- that to see how others view the letter and that's what
I focused on and to stop being in denial and being so
prideful that -- that I -- that I was wrong about
writing it, you know, and -- and, uh, and I -- I got
the, you know, I, you know, Commissioner Barton had made
that wvery clear in his -- in his -- in -- in his, uh, in

his statements and at the end and during the
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questioning.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So, you know,
writing -- I know you've written about it, I've read
your materials, but I kind of want to hear again, what
was your goal in writing the letter?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: At the time Commissioner,
when I wrote 1t, I remember this was in 19 -- 2012 I
remember that there was Azerbaijan, the neighbor to the
FEast of Armenia kept the president, the dictator over
there kept talking about bombing Armenia and invading
Armenia and I, you know, I deeply care about Armenia and
I love Armenia and -- and I was concerned about their

security and that's why I decided that, you know, I

would write the letter to -- to the - to, uh, Armenian
newspaper, Armenia's military newspaper. You know, in
my mind I was lawfully think -- thinking that I was Jjust
praising the -- the -- the -- the soldiers, you know,

telling them that, you know, I'm proud that they are 18,
20 year old young man who have decided to join the
military and protect their secure -- their security of
the country. That's why the state of my mind was that I
wasn't -- I didn't think that, you know, that I was
advocating violence, you know, who am I to tell a
nation's army what to do, you know, I was Jjust being

patriotic and telling them that I was as Armenian, I was
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proud of them for protecting their country. Then I
think at some place, I said, I wish I had the sense of
joining the army when I was 18 years old instead of
committing crime at 19, you knows. So my -- the state
of mind Commissioner was just purely defensive and then
the concern about Armenia security and I was not even --
the thought didn't even cross my -- cross my mind about
advocating violence and anything violent. But I didn't
think that time that, you know, because of the case I
got, because of the particular nature of my case and me
writing to the military in itself is completely out of
bounds for me, that I shouldn't have done it.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So prior to the
letters in 2012 and 13, had you written to any newspaper
or any organization before that date?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: No, I don't believe so. No.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. I want to
talk to you a little bit about (inaudible) from about,
let's see, you came to the US at what age? How old were
you? 137

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I'm 56. Oh, when I came to
US I was 13 years. Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. So you
came to the US at 13 and you probably settled in an area

of LA where there were a lot of Armenians. Right?
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little

school

Then I

little

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So tell me a
bit about your life after you got to the US.
INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Well, I went -- I went to
in, uh, I think Wilson Junior High in Pasadena.
also worked, you know, here and there, doing a

bit of this and that and there was a lot of

Armenians in the area, so I became friends with a lot of

Armenian kids my age. Then after that, I went to, uh, I

graduated eighth and I went to John Muir High School in

Pasadena. And at the same time there was Armenians, a
club opened in Pasadena. I went and joined Armenian
club.

Yeah.

trying

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: The AYF?
INMATE SASSOUNIAN: AYF and Boy Scouts. Yes.
And Boy Scouts.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So I mean I'm

to get -- I'm trying to get an understanding of

your life at that time.

AYF at

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Okay.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So you joined the
what age?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I think I was 14.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: At 14.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Maybe 15. I'm not sure.
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PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. And
what kinds of things were they doing in the AYF? Is it
just boys scout or are there other activities?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: No, 1t's -- excuse me. I
also joined the Boy Scouts too.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay, separate
from the AYF.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yeah, well in the same club.
Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. So
what other activities were involved with the AYF?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Uh, we would just go -- go to
meetings. You know, like I think once every two weeks,
this was like AYF had like two chapters. They have like
a junior and a senior chapter. I think junior stopped
15 and the senior stopped at, uh, 16 to 21 I think, I'm
not sure. Then they, you know, they would just have
meetings. They talk a lot of about culture and history
of Armenia's history. Then they would do fundraising,
washing cars or something too, to have like a new years
party or somebody's birthday party like that.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. All right.
So you said that they would talk about culture and
history.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yes.
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PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Was there talk
much talk about the genocide as part of this group?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yeah.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. At any
time, did they ever advocate violence?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: No.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: No.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: No.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. There was
never any talk of that?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: No. These were --

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: How about amongst
your friends that were a part of the same group?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: No. These was Jjust teenage
children, Commissioner.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. And
that's where you met your co-defendants. Uh, let's see.
Mr. Salba -- Salbia.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Saliba.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Saliba.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yes. Well, vyeah, he was not,

as far as I remember, he was -- well, he might've been
AYF member the last -- last couple years. I'm talking
about 80, 81 maybe. You know, AYF has age limit after

21 you cannot be part of AYF anymore.
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PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So you met him.
How old was he when you met him?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I think I was like 17 and he
was 19, I believe.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. So -- so he
was still a part of -- he was still able to be a part of
AYF.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yeah. Oh, yeah, I'm kind of
confused. I'm kind of looking confused because I'm not
sure if it's --

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Are you asking how Mr.
Sassounian met Mr. Saliba?

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Yeah.

ATTORNEY JORDAN: Okay. That's what she's
asking.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yeah, I met him at the club.
Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So you met him at
the class. So he was a member at the club. Was he new
to the club?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: When it opened, I think
everybody just joined like whole, like dozens of people
joined at the same time.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: But you joined at

13, right?
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INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I think 14 or 15. yeah.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. So you
joined at 14. So you've known him since that time,
since 14 or 15°7?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I met him there, yeah. I
don't know if I met them the first day or anything, but
I met him there, yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So -- so you --
you've known him for years before the day of the crime?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: I think four years, maybe
three or four years before the crime, yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. So
three or four years, did you develop a relationship with
him outside of your AYF activities?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yeah, like couple of years
after -- after we met in the -- in the -- at the club,
yes. And others, we became close friend, like -- like a
year or two before the crime.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. What kinds
of things did you -- did you do with him?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Oh, we went to -- usually we
go to, uh, you know, the restaurant and there was this
place in Pasadena, Bob's Big Boy in the corner of Lake
and, uh, Colorado I believe. We -- lot of time we went

there. Other restaurants and, uh, we went, you know,
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his sister was also a member of the club, his sister and
other friends. We used to go, uh, you know, dancing and
stuff, disco was big at the time. So we used to go the
nightclub, the disco and stuff.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So as part of your
friendship with him, did you ever talk about violence or
you know --

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Not in the beginning, but we
used to talk a lot of historic stuff and political
stuff. Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Okay. Now, in
reading the transcript from the last hearing, you, um,
kind of said that it is a possibility that he was
actually a part of justice commandos. Right?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Well, I can't say that for
sure because he never told me that. If he did, I
wouldn't be sitting here right now because me and him,
when we were planning the murder of Mr. Arikan, we gave
each other our word that this is between us and no -- we
won't tell nobody else. So, uh, you know, to continue
on the, uh, the answer, Commissioner when you know,
like, ah, he knew, you know, he knew things that I
didn't know, like, you know, later on when like how he
knew that, where Mr. Arikan was driving from. And you

know, now that I think about it and also where he got
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the guns from. But you know that -- that he knew more
than I did, but at the time I didn't care to ask. To
me, 1t didn't matter at the time.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So when did you
start reflecting on that to say, wait a minute, he did
know more than me? Um, when did that thinking occur?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Like after the parole
hearings had started, you know, when -- when I started,
you know, when the gquestions came up and then I started
thinking about it because, you know, I never thought
about it and mostly because I didn't care back then as
during the crime or where he got the guns from, what he
-- how we knew where Mr. Arikan was driving. I just
didn't care at the time.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So similarly you -
- in -- in your, when I read through the record, the
probation officer's report and different things in the
file, there seem to be some indication that there was a
third person involved.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Commissioner, if -- 1if you
know that there is a gquestion of that phone call came

up, that if there is a phone call made, you know, after

the murder of Mr. Arikan, I drove him home. Or actually
we stopped in a -- in Pasadena by a -- it was an in and
out, in -- by on Walnut. We stopped there for a few
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minutes, then I drove him home. I'm counting this took
maybe a good hour, you know, and -- and you know, I
don't know when the phone call was made, the, uh, you
know, uh, I -- that the -- the, uh, probation report, I
think it says sometime later, I don't know what that
means, you know, and I don't know if he went and made a
phone call or he had told somebody else about it, but I
know that during my time he was with me, I know he
didn't make no phone call and this just back then there
was no cell phones, so we didn't, you know, I didn't
drop him by a phone or he didn't use no phone until I
took him home. So I don't know if he made a call after
that or he told somebody else. I have no clue.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right. But
you're saying that there was not a third person
involved?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Not that I know of, no.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: And you're aware
that there was some indications that some witnesses saw
you guys looking up at a roof?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Well, I've -- I've heard the
testimony, yeah, but you know, I know I wasn't looking
at the third person because if there was a third person,
I wouldn't be taking part of because -- because I

wouldn't have trusted him anymore.
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PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: So just to make

sure I understand. The AYA activities -- AYF
activities. So it's meetings on culture and then
relationship with Mr. Saliba became friendly about
year or two before the crime.

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yeah, we got -- I mean,
knew each other before that, but I would say until
a year or two before we didn’t, you know, we didn'

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: Start hangin

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: Yeah, we were going clo
after that. Yes.

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER DOBBS: All right.
you continued your political discussions with him.
this -- how did this all come about that you would
commit this -- this assassination?

INMATE SASSOUNIAN: We used to talk about,
know, about the history of Armenia and Turks, what
Turks did to the Armenian people, looting the geno
and -- and during this time, yeah, this is again i
1980, 81 now, you know, there -- at this time ther
a lot of political assassinations going on. Uh,
Armenians were assassinating Turkish diplomates in
Europe mostly because they were angry that -- that
Turkey —-- after the genocide Turkey would deny the

genocide and 